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Consultations

In April/May The Sodety was somewhat swampad by the number and complexity of
consultations in which it became involved. The Committes dedded that The Society needed
to alert members to The Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA), The
Local Development Framework Consultation (LDF) and The Greenbelt Analysis and
The Waterways Consultation. The Waterways Consultation timetable was slightly later
and is covered separately, elsewhere in the newsletter.

Councillor Mrs Alison Knight (The Roval Borough's Lead Member for Planning), Councillor
Richard Kellaway and Mr Ian Bellingar {Principal Planning Officer of the Royal Borough) kindly
attendad our planning meeting of April 27th to discuss the issues we felt these consultations
raised. The key points and areas of the discussion are noted below.

Clir Mrs Knight assured us that the land listed in The SHLAA had no greater chance of being
built upon than land that was not listed. The scciety questioned the sense of the listings as it
had nated that, for example, a lake had been put forward as a development site. It was
explained that the process has been used to identify potentialdevelopment land and one a
landowner had put forward a site, the Borough could only exdude sites in a spedfied namow
hand of categories (e.g. sites of special scientific interest or cartain categories of floodplain).
The SHLAA is a rolling dooument and will be conducted annually.

The Local Development Framewaork questionnaire regarding high, medium and low
density was discussad. The Society maintains that different densities are appropriate to
different areas. It asserted that any development in Maidenhead must be accompanied by
improved transportation infrastructure and services., Reference was made to the Maidenhead
Town Centre regeneration and its effacts on Cookham. (The Sodety has participated in the
Townscape Assessment and the PRoM workshops to support the regenaration of the town. )

With regard to the Greenbelt, Clir Knight pointed out that all political parties in The Borough
have expressed their support in defence of existing Greenbelt and the analysis is currently
examining whether further areas should be incomporated. Clir Knight stated that there
would be no net lossto the Greenbelt. The Sodety raised some issues it has with the
Royal Barough regarding current development in Gresnbett land around Cookham, at the
present time, with some agricuttural land becoming accommaodation land.

Clir Knight further stated that the contents of the South East Plan, in conjunction with further
legal advice would need to be analysaed before a dedsion on Poundfield's inclusion in
Greenbelt could be reached. With specific regard to Poundfield, The Society reaffirmed its
historical mandate to oppose development there and our President presented a copy of the
site’s planning history to Clir Knight. {continued over)

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY - 2009 (assumed)

Scout/ Village Fair on the Moor Saturday 20th June
Cookham Regatta Saturday 5th September
Cookhan Dean Féte Saturday 19th September

Cookham Society Christmas Fayre Saturday 21st November




Poundfield

Air Survey View 1986 Planning Application
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Clir kenight further stated that the contents ol the South East Plan, in conjunction with lurther
legal advice would need to be analysed before a decision on Poundfield's inelusion in
Greenbelt could be reached. With specilic regard 1o Poundlield, The Society reallinmed its
historical mandate to oppose development there and our President presented a copy of the
site”s planming history to Cllr Knight, The Society raised the 1ssue of the multitude of
previous consultations and petinons in the last five vears as we felt we were constantly
askimg members to respond to consultations on similar themes. Planmng Officer, lan
Bellinger conlirmed that the outcomes from all previous Greenbelt consultations are retained
and compared.

The two hour meeting enabled us to pose many questions about aspects of these areas of
planning strategy and ensure that the Society is in a strong position to monitor and protect
Cookham’s position, A letter summarising key points of the meeting has been sent to Clir
Knight for follow up. 1t was addinonally suggested by Clir Mrs Knight that the Society
should become directly mvolved m the Planming Unit’s Stakeholder Group, Our chamman
has subsequently joined this group and will attend the lirst meeting shortly.

The South East Plan

We have been notified by the Royal Borough that the South East Plan has been
published. This replaces the old Berkshire Structure Plan and has long term implications
for Maidenhead and Cookham.  The plan sets out changes which will take place up to
2026. The document replaces and updates Regional Planning Guidance and bridges the
gap between local and national planning policy especially for infrastructure projects which
may ross local authority boundaries. The key topics are housing, transport, employment
and the environment. The Society will be studying the document in relation to planning
applications and planning polides. The full document may be viewed at

hitp:/ fwww.gos.gov.uk/gose/planning/ regionalPlanning /81 5640/

Peter Prior’'s Spencer’s Farm Vision
Appreciating that, at this stage, Mr Prior's vision is little more than a statement
of intent', we are opposed to the intensifiation and re-marketing of these proposals which
were decisively rejectad on Appeal in 1981, In the droumstances, members should be
aware that the Society will continue to resist strongly any proposals that would mompromise
the Greenbelt between Maidenhead and Cookham, should these areas be put forward for
davelopment. In summary, it is felt by the Society that the merits of development in this
location are no greater than they were when previously considered - some 30 years ago.










