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CHAIRMAN’S   LETTER

May I first make a humble apology on behalf of our committee to the forty or so members who came to hear the talk on “Water in the Garden” last month.   

We are the first to admit that not all the speakers are perfect and you ‘can’t suit everyone all of the time’, but we all felt that this talk was the worst we have ever had.

Susie, the programme secretary was fuming, to put it mildy, and has written to 

the RHS who publish the list to inform them of our feelings.  The RHS say they cannot be held responsible for the quality of the speaker, which we quite understand, but we maintain that they should not administer or publish this list if they do not know anything about the speakers.  We will keep you posted as to the outcome.

Don’t forget, those of you who are growing on the fuchsia plugs, not to let them dry out or put them in a position where they get full sun on them during the day.  They really prefer shade.  A liquid feed once a week will keep them growing well, and you can still pinch out the tips to make them bush out and make really good sized plants.

Any of you growing sweet peas this year should be thinking of feeding them at least once a week, Miracle Grow, Liquid Growmore or seaweed extract would be my recommendations.  If you want lots of flowers in a bush form, then don’t forget to take out some of the tips to make them branch out more.

There are of course no meetings during July or August and the September meeting on 26th is on ‘Exhibiting at Chelsea Flower Show’. We are wondering if any member has a digital projector they are prepared to lend us for the evening (and operate for us) as the speaker requires this for her presentation. Finally, welcome to two new members, Vreny Beadon and Mrs C Harris..

 Do please enjoy your gardens and gardening during the summer and why not write a short piece on any particular garden you may visit and share it with us all?

Brian

Our next meeting is the visit to Crockmore House, Fawley, Nr. Henley on Wednesday 26th June.   It will start at 6.p.m. at the garden so don’t be late!  

Directions are as follows:

From Marlow take the Henley on Thames road and drive through Mill End and ignore the first turning to Fawley, TAKE the SECOND turning to Fawley opposite Toad Hall Garden Centre into Icehouse Lane.

Continue up the lane until you see mirrors in hedge on right and gates on left.  Crockmore House is here, but please continue up the lane taking the next left and park in field on the left after approx 500yds. Visitors can then walk up through the field to the house and garden.  Don’t forget the £5. each for a donation to the Breakthrough Breast Cancer cause.

A Visit to Waterperry Gardens

A recent visit, between showery days, to Waterperry Gardens with a like-minded Horticultural Society friend, proved to be most rewarding, indeed a sensory delight.  Roses scented the air, the herbaceous border presented a vista of colour, birds sang to us from the woodland fringe, velvety petals were tempting to touch and tastes were carried home in the form of Thyme (Silver Posie) and Indian Mint plants.

Passing a lovely Cornus kousa, intertwined with early clematis seed heads, we turned onto the gravel path alongside the herbaceous border. Purple and white-striped lupins and Allium purple sensation were performing against a backdrop of Crambe cordifolia, followed by white lupins and Allium christophii in front of a red climbing rose. Scarlet poppies, pink aquilegia and silver cardoons punctuated this.  I was impressed by intricately woven supports of thin, bendy hazel twigs and resolved to do likewise next season, in good time for the plants to grow through.

The alpine rock garden, with a welcome seat, was a mass of colour.  This time tiny clove-scented pinks, erigeron daisies and helianthemum were the stars.

Some of the plant-trial beds were full of bearded irises: bronze, yellow, white and purple.  A purplish Sambucus nigra was the perfect foil to a dark red-flowered clematis.  Pink and white water lilies filled the rectangular pond.

In the rose garden where the large round metal obelisk was a mass of scented red blooms, I was lucky enough to be given a few tips on my photography by a professional, who was observing my efforts.  We agreed on the benefits of having a viewfinder, in addition to a monitor, on a digital camera.  He called his small digital camera, his “notebook”, but when photographing flowers professionally, still gets his best results from slides.  No doubt in a few more years, the depth of focus of digital will be equally good.  And a rose by any other name will still smell as sweet!

We returned via the tufa garden, where the national collection of Saxifrage is housed.  The plant centre at Waterperry is full of excellent quality, well-labelled plants.  Advice is readily available and it is clear that the staff really care about plants.

Waterperry Gardens, near Wheatley, Oxford, are easy to find from the M40 or A40.  The website provides a useful map and all the information you need.  www.waterperrygardens.co.uk  Parking is easy; there is a reasonably priced restaurant and a sundries shop.

Mary Downes
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LAWN MOWER UPDATE

Recent trials from Gardening Which? have shown two new Best Buys:

Cordless electric mower for a medium sized lawn….. Bosch Rotak 37Li at £299

Petrol mower for a larger lawn….. Hayter Spirit 41 at £249

THE WATER GARDEN: CALENDAR OF CARE

I make no apologies for including these tips as many of you, including guests, were hoping for an informative talk on water and ponds at our last meeting. I have found this useful list of jobs to do in a book from my collection called “Rock and Water Gardening” by Peter Robinson. It is a very practical and no nonsense guide to construction and care of ponds and water features. I am reproducing the calendar for Spring and Summer. I will cover Autumn and Winter in a later edition of the newsletter. 

SPRING

· If an electric heater has been kept in the pool for the winter it can be removed now and the filter started up if it was turned off for the winter.

· Any brown stems left on marginal plants for winter interest can be cut back. Ornamental grasses should be cut back to just above the green shoots.

· Herons are at their hungriest in spring so take the necessary precautions to protect fish.

· Start feeding fish again, offering small quantities of high protein food as soon as the water temperature climbs above 10 degrees C.

· Clean off algae from paved or wooden surfaces

· Protect sensitive plants from late frosts by placing horticultural fleece over them, or dead leaves.

· Cut back the shoots of coppiced waterside shrubs such as cornus or salix

· The young growth of tender marginals such as lobelia will be sprouting. Lift the plants and divide them or take cuttings of the young shoots and root them in a frost free greenhouse.

· Strong spring sunshine (such as this year) can spark off algal growth in shallow pools where the surface is clear until the water lily leaves start to grow. This should correct itself as the surface leaves start to develop.

· Don’t be tempted to empty the pond and refill with tap water from the hose as the natural balance can be upset by the phosphates in tap water which encourage the growth of algae, clogging up the filter. Always try to use rainwater for topping up if you can.

SUMMER

· Everything should be in full growth including the oxygenators.Keep cutting these back so that the submerged shoots do not spread to the surface and become overgrown. Now is a good time to introduce any new plants into the margins or deeper water. Tender floating plants such as water hyacinth (Eichhornia) can also be introduced now.

· Some sappy marginals such as marsh marigolds develop mildew in early summer. Cut off affected leaves completely, they will soon grow again

· Fish are very active now but do not be tempted to overfeed. Feed little and often and never more than they can eat in 5 minutes.

· The meshes on submersible pumps will clog quickly if there is any blanketweed near the pump. Check regularly and remove  before it develops into thick mats. Leave the weed (also duckweed) on the side of the pond for a day or two to dry and then add it to the compost heap. ( I leave mine as a mulch beside the pond where the soil is very dry but I have a very informal wildlife pond)  Bundles of barley straw immersed at the rate of  25g to 50g per square metre of surface water does control blanketweed to a point. 

I have a plentiful supply of the floating water soldiers (stratiotes aloides) if anyone would like to collect them. Very hardy but need to be controlled. Also marginal water forget- me- nots need a good home!

Gill Townend.

Deadline for copy for the next newsletter is 6th September to gilltownend@aol.com or 01628 483092. Have a good summer everyone and please jot down a few notes for me if you are visiting gardens or nurseries.
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